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JOURNAL OF CROSS-CULTURAL PSYCHOLOGY
Stewartet al. / INTERGENERATIONAL PATTERNS

This study assessed the assumption that socialization practices relevant to value priori-
ties and autonomy expectations differ between collectivist and individualist cultures.
The authors investigated value priorities and autonomy expectations in 58 pairs of Cau-
casian and 66 pairs of Asian teenagers and their mothers. This pairing enabled them to
address similarities on values and autonomy expectations within families, which has not
been done previously. Although Asian and Caucasian teenagers showed similarities on
many value priorities, Asian participants’ autonomy expectations were delayed com-
pared to those of their Caucasian counterparts. Mother-teenager autonomy expectations
were correlated in Asian but not in Caucasian families. Unlike Asian mothers, Caucasian
mothers endorsing high value priority for Openness to Change supported earlier auton-
omy expectations for their teenagers. Parental expectations unpackaged the effect of cul-
ture on teenagers’ autonomy expectations. These findings support models that predict
persistent family interdependence despite adoption of many individualist values in mod-
ernizing collectivist cultures.

INTERGENERATIONAL PATTERNS OF VALUES
AND AUTONOMY EXPECTATIONS IN CULTURES

OF RELATEDNESS AND SEPARATENESS

SUNITA MAHTANI STEWART
University of Hong Kong
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Chinese University of Hong Kong

OSVELIA DEEDS
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SIU FUNG CHUNG
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This study focuses onthe development of autonomy from parents in teenag-
ers attending the same school in a multicultural setting. We examined a data
set that permitted the pairing of mothers and their teenagers from both indi-
vidualist and collectivist cultural backgrounds but with the same social class
characteristics. Variables measured were teenagers’and mothers’ values and
age expectations for teenagers’ autonomy. This selection of participants and
variables enables us to address theoretical speculations regarding culture’s
influence on separateness/relatedness.
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Intergenerational comparisons of values and autonomy expectations are
of interest for several important reasons. First, on a cross-cultural level, inter-
generational similarities between parents and teenagers reflect on personal
boundaries, autonomy, and independence. Individualist and collectivist
groups emphasize independence and personal boundaries quite differently
(Kagitçibasi, 1996). Individualist societies value and encourage indepen-
dence, whereas collectivist groups emphasize interdependence (Markus &
Kitayama, 1991). Therefore, an understanding of intergenerational patterns
might further our understanding of how these different cultures socialize
their members. Second, an important question in cross-cultural psychology
relates to the changes that take place in collectivist societies as they “modern-
ize.” Are collectivist attitudes and interaction patterns replaced by individu-
alist ones, as originally believed by Hofstede (1980), or are certain essential
aspects of collectivist interaction retained despite societal change (Kagitçi-
basi, 1996; Yang, 1996)? Intergenerational measures of values and autonomy
expectations offer the opportunity to determine whether, with increasing
modernization, there are changes toward more individualist family relation-
ship patterns.

The dimension of individualism-collectivism has been an important axis
along which cultures have been differentiated (Hofstede, 1980). The psycho-
logical characteristics of the individuals “typical” of each culture have been
described by different theorists and empirical researchers (Markus & Kita-
yama, 1991; Singelis, 1994). Schwartz (1994) highlighted two essential psy-
chological aspects that relate to the individualism-collectivism dimension.
The first has to do with the relative emphasis of personal versus common
interests. The second relates to autonomy (or independence) versus
embeddedness (or interdependence) of the person in relation to the group.

These essential psychological aspects have been developed in various par-
allel constructs. Kagitçibasi (1996) described “the cultures of relatedness and
separateness” in distinguishing individualist and collectivist social groups.
“The culture of relatedness refers to the family culture and interpersonal rela-
tional patterns characterized by dependent-interdependent relations with
overlapping personal boundaries. The culture of separateness, on the other
hand, reflects the opposite pattern of independent interpersonal relations, with
separated and well-defined personal boundaries” (Kagitçibasi, 1994, p. 62).
The attributes that are valued in the mature members of individualist and col-
lectivist societies are quite different, and it is expected that the socialization
dynamics resulting in the different end points also are quite different.

Contrary to earlier conceptualizations of the individualism-collectivism
dimensions, current thinking holds that there might not be an abandonment
of collectivist values and behaviors for individualist ones upon moderni-
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zation (Ho & Chiu, 1994). Of particular interest is the relationship between
changing values and child-rearing orientations. Kagitçibasi (1994) proposed
that in addition to the individualist model of family relatedness emphasizing
independence and the collectivist model emphasizing interdependence, a
third model exists that emphasizes independence along dimensions instru-
mental for adaptation to modernizing societies and continued interdepend-
ence within the family.

There are some studies that empirically demonstrate coexistence of indi-
vidualist and collectivist beliefs and practices. In a series of studies, Yang
(1996) showed that measures of traditionalism and modernity are separate
orthogonal dimensions in modernizing populations. Lin and Fu (1990) stud-
ied child-rearing practices in Chinese and Chinese immigrant groups. They
found that independence and achievement were as valued by Chinese and
immigrant Chinese parents as by Caucasian parents. However, Chinese par-
ents maintained many traditional values and practices including an emphasis
on parental control of their offspring.

The variables investigated in this study are value priorities and autonomy
expectations. These variables were chosen because they allow a measure of
attitudes and behaviors that differentiate individualist and collectivist cultures.
Value priorities are the hierarchy of criteria used by people to select and justify
actions and to evaluate people and events (Schwartz, 1992). An individual’s
value priorities are heavily influenced by the dominant ideologies of a culture.
Young people in individualist societies (e.g., the United States, Australia)
emphasize values such as autonomy (Conger, 1971; Rosenthal, Bell, Demet-
riou, & Efklides, 1989), self-direction, stimulation, and universalism relative
to conformity and tradition (Feather, 1980; Rosenthal et al., 1989). Youth in
collectivist societies (e.g., Hong Kong and many other Asian societies) tend to
emphasize tradition and conformity relatively more (Bond, 1988).

There appear to be 10 distinct value domains recognized across many cul-
tures and used to express value priorities (Schwartz, 1992; Schwartz & Sagiv,
1995). Value domains seem to fall into fairly consistent “structures” across
cultures, forming a continuum of related motivations and a pattern of conflict
and compatibility among value types. Two essential dimensions defining
compatibility and conflict between values are Openness to Change (includ-
ing the domains of self-direction and stimulation) versus Conservation (tra-
dition, conformity, and security) and Self-Enhancement (power, hedonism,
and achievement) versus Self-Transcendence (universalism and benevo-
lence). The emphases in the literature on individualism-collectivism are
reflected in these higher order value dimensions (Schwartz, 1994); the rela-
tive importance of personal versus common interests distinguishing indi-
vidualist versus collectivist societies are reflected in Schwartz’s higher order
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Self-Enhancement versus Self-Transcendence dimension. The second theme
in the individualism-collectivism literature related to autonomy versus
dependence or embeddedness of the person in relation to the group parallels
Schwartz’s higher order Openness to Change versus Conservation dimension
(Schwartz, 1994).

The second set of variables in this study is the teenager’s (and his or her
mother’s) report of age-for-autonomy expectations in several different
domains relevant to daily life. Autonomy-related expectations and behaviors
are salient in the distinction between individualist cultures (which emphasize
independence and self-direction) and collectivist cultures (which emphasize
obedience and conformity) (Kagitçibasi, 1994). The age at which a teenager
expects to achieve autonomy in decision making from his or her parents
reflects the value of assertion versus submission in the cultural matrix. Par-
enting patterns within families that value interdependence are described as
“firm control” (Kagitçibasi, 1996, p. 93) by parents, reflected in later age of
autonomy from parents in decision making.

Furthermore, this measure reflects the “emotional” dependence hypothe-
sized as key in distinguishing among individualist cultures and modernizing
collectivist cultures by Kagitçibasi (1996). Kagitçibasi defined emotional
dependence as the emphasis on continued ties and mutual responsibility that
exists among family members. She indicated that whereas modernizing indi-
viduals emphasize autonomy in other areas, emotional interdependencies
persist within the family. Autonomy expectations in our study would be
likely to tap familial (and, in Kagitçibasi’s model, emotional) dependence-
interdependence quite specifically. By contrast, value priorities cover
broader domains of dependence and independence as well as prioritization of
group versus personal interests.

Age of autonomy expectation is heavily influenced by cultural context
(Feldman & Quatman, 1988). Asian and Asian American parents (Feldman &
Quatman, 1988) and youth (Feldman & Rosenthal, 1990) have later expecta-
tions of autonomy than do Western youth, and these differences persist on
some domains of autonomy in first- and second-generation Chinese Ameri-
can youths. Parents have later expectations for autonomy for their teenagers
than teenagers do for themselves (Feldman & Quatman, 1988). Across both
Western and Asian groups, teenagers endorsing values for individual compe-
tence, outward success, and achievement showed earlier autonomy expecta-
tions (Feldman & Rosenthal, 1991). In addition, those youngsters who per-
ceived their parents as exercising more autocratic control at home showed
delayed timetables for autonomy. Thus, we would expect that the Schwartz
value groupings of Openness to Change and Self-Enhancement associate
positively with early autonomy expectations.
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This set of studies provided some important data regarding pancultural
correlates of teenage autonomy using both teenagers’ characteristics (e.g.,
values, individual traits) and “family” or parental characteristics (e.g., moni-
toring, demandingness). Both teenagers’ values and family characteristics
explain a significant amount of the variance within and between cultures in
age of autonomy expectations (Feldman & Rosenthal, 1991). However, in the
single study where parents also were directly polled (Feldman & Quatman,
1988), parents and teenagers were found to have weak relationships in their
autonomy expectations. Unfortunately, groups were not separated to assess
whether similarities in parent-teenager expectations vary by culture. Thus,
any culture-specific relationships would have been obscured.

The inclusion of both expressed values and measures relevant to child-
rearing patterns allows us to assess the relationships between values and
behavioral expectations when individuals within collectivist cultures mod-
ernize. Data from such analyses would have relevance to Kagitçibasi’s
(1996) family models for changing cultures. The patterns assumed by these
variables would reflect on whether individuals from collectivist cultures
show equivalent emphases on emotional independence by endorsing the
same ages for teenage autonomy expectations as do Western individuals in
the same setting. Alternatively, the patterns could suggest Kagitçibasi’s “syn-
thetic model,” where modernizing families retain essential child-rearing pat-
terns consistent with emotional interdependence. If there is continued inter-
dependence in modernizing families, then we might see greater parental
influence on and control over autonomy expectations. We also might see a
“decoupling” of values and autonomy expectations. Modernizing individu-
als may emphasize values such as self-direction, but in contrast to Western
families in which such values are related to earlier emotional autonomy, such
individualist values might not be related to child-rearing patterns. In this
model, the emphasis on familial interrelatedness and associated later auton-
omy for teenagers would persist.

The adolescent participants in this study were recruited from an interna-
tional school that has some important characteristics making it particularly
appropriate for the questions addressed. This school contains four groups
within a single environment—Western Caucasian young people, Asians who
regard the West as their home, expatriate Asians, and Asians living within
their own national boundaries—that were combined for this study into a
Western “Caucasian” group and an “Asian” group (consisting of local stu-
dents, Asian American students, and expatriate Asians). The students at this
international school have quite well-educated parents and backgrounds of
social privilege (tuition costs are U.S. $16,000 annually at this school).
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This population provides an exceptional window through which to exam-
ine the similarities and differences in Western and modernizing collectivist
groups. Social class variables, difficult to match in cross-country studies, can
account for significant differences (Kohn, Naoi, Schoenbach, Schooler, &
Slomczynski, 1990). The Asian members of this group are likely to be among
the least traditional of their compatriots, providing an opportunity to study
“modern” representatives of their societies.

Our study aims and hypotheses were as follows. First, we wished to inves-
tigate similarities on values and autonomy expectations within Western and
Asian parent-teenager pairs. We hypothesized that the mean difference of
scores obtained from mothers compared to those obtained from their teenag-
ers on these variables would be smaller in Asian families than in Western
families. In addition, we predicted stronger within-family correlations on
each value grouping and age for autonomy expectation in Asian pairs com-
pared to Western pairs.

Second, we planned to test Kagitçibasi’s synthetic model of family func-
tion in modernizing groups by examining the correlation between Asian
mothers’ values and autonomy expectations. The model suggests that even
though individuals change many of their values and behaviors, those related
to family interdependence persist. Values and autonomy expectations have
been found to be correlated (Feldman & Rosenthal, 1991). Meaningful corre-
lations would be apparent in modernizing Asians if both values and auton-
omy expectations changed in parallel fashion, for example, if there was a
general move toward individualist patterns. In this case, we would find that,
statistically, the correlations between values and autonomy expectations are
similar in Western and Asian groups. On the other hand, if values become
more like those of individualist societies but behaviors related to family inter-
dependence do not change, then the relationships found between values and
autonomy expectations in Western groups would not be present in these mod-
ern members of Asian society. Statistically, this would show as weak correla-
tions between values and autonomy expectations in Asian mothers and as
strong correlations between these variables in Western mothers.

METHOD

PARTICIPANTS

A total of 124 students from the junior and senior classes of an interna-
tional school in Hong Kong, along with their mothers, participated in this
study. Students were surveyed during the time they met as a class in school.
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Mothers were recruited through the mail and were sent forms to complete and
return to the researchers. When students completed the survey but mothers
did not, or vice versa, their data were not included in our analyses. Following
the exclusion of individuals of “mixed” Caucasian-Asian racial background,
this method of recruitment resulted in a participation rate of 43% of the entire
junior and senior classes.

Students were divided into two groups for analyses. A total of 58 students
indicated that they were of Caucasian backgrounds, and all held citizenship
from Western countries (United States, Canada, Australia, or a European
nation). These students were placed in the Caucasian category. The second
group consisted of 49 students who indicated that they were ethnic Chinese
and 17 students of other Asian ethnicities (Korean, Japanese, Filipino,
Indian, or Pakistani). This second group included individuals who had lived
for many years in the West and some who identified Western countries as
their “homes.” The rationale for including them in a single group is that they
shared a background of collectivist cultures (see, e.g., Hofstede’s, 1980, rat-
ings on collectivism).

The two groups were very similar in age (M= 16.7 years for the entire
group), gender distribution (44% males for the entire group), and parents’
education.

MEASURES

The Schwartz Values Survey (SVS) (Schwartz, 1992) was used to mea-
sure value priorities. Respondents rated the importance of each of 56 values
as a guiding principle in their lives on a scale ranging from 7 (of supreme
importance) to –1 (opposed to my values). These 56 scales were grouped into
10 universal motivational types (Schwartz, 1992). Using Schwartz’s (1994)
recommendation regarding adjustment for response set, each individual’s
average SVS score was used as a covariate when comparing groups and was
partialed out in correlations.

Values were grouped into the four higher order dimensions delineated by
Schwartz (1992), with the 10 motivational types grouped as follows: Open-
ness to Change consisted of values related to self-direction and stimulation;
Self-Transcendence was composed of universalism and benevolence; Con-
servation included tradition, conformity, and security; and Self-
Enhancement was an aggregate of power, hedonism, and achievement val-
ues. Standardized Cronbach’s alphas (αs) for Asian and Caucasian mothers
and teenagers were found to be above .70 except for Openness to Change (α=
.65 in Caucasian mothers).
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The Teen Timetable (Feldman & Quatman, 1988) was used to assess
expectations for autonomy across a variety of everyday life functions and
behavior. Respondents indicated the age at which they were, or would be,
allowed to perform certain behaviors related to autonomy. The total scale was
found to have good internal consistency for our population (αs were above
.82 in Caucasian and Asian mothers and teenagers), and the average age score
termed the Teen Timetable was used in analyses.

RESULTS

CULTURAL PATTERNS FOR VALUES
AND AUTONOMY EXPECTATIONS

Our first concern was to demonstrate that the Asian and Western partici-
pants are not entirely unrepresentative of their home populations. We did so
by examining their relative placement with regard to each other on values and
autonomy expectations in the context of their relative standing of their home
cultures on similar groupings. The value groupings used in this study are
individual-level values (combinations formed on the basis of scores provided
by individuals within a culture) rather than culture-level groupings (where
the mean score of individuals within a culture is used to form groupings, with
each culture providing a single set of scores). This choice was made in line
with Schwartz’s (1992) recommendation that individual-level types should
be used when the interest is to understand how differences between individu-
als in behaviors relate to individual differences in value priorities. The
culture-level groupings that reflect these individual-level higher order levels
have been presented in the literature, allowing comparison of our sample to
information from broader national samples (Bond, 1996; Schwartz, 1994).
The two factors that emerge in culture-level groupings are Autonomy versus
Conservatism (also called Factor 1; Bond, 1996), approximately equivalent
in item composition to Openness to Change versus Conservation, and Mas-
tery and Hierarchy versus Egalitarian Commitment and Harmony (Factor 2),
roughly equivalent to Self-Enhancement versus Self-Transcendence. The
Asian cultures, specifically the Chinese cultures as well as Malaysia and
Thailand, are closer to the Conservatism end of the pole of Factor 1, consis-
tent with higher scores on Conservation and lower scores on Openness to
Change. On Factor 2, these cultures are largely equivalent to or higher than
the United States on the Mastery and Hierarchy end of the dimension. This
would be reflected in our study in higher scores on Self-Enhancement and
lower scores on Self-Transcendence.
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Table 1 presents the adjusted means (following covariance of the individu-
al’s mean value score to control for cultural differences in response style) for
parents and teenagers in each cultural group separately for each higher order
value grouping. Means and standard deviations for autonomy expectations
also are presented. The main effect of culture in our study was determined by
a multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA), with one factor (culture) and
the average score as covariate. The MANOVA was significant, Hotelling’s
F(4, 241) = 5.37,p = .001. All four univariates were significant, withFs(1,
242) ranging from 5.3 to 14.5 andps ranging from .02 to .001. The pattern of
scores showed that Caucasians were higher on Openness to Change and
Self-Transcendence and were lower on Conservation and Self-Enhancement.

There was a culture effect for autonomy expectations, with Asian partici-
pants expecting a later age of autonomy than Caucasian participants. This
effect was assessed by a one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA), which
yielded anF(1, 245) = 18.10,p = .001.

THE EFFECTS OF CULTURE ON MOTHERS’ AND TEENAGERS’
VALUE PRIORITIES AND AUTONOMY EXPECTATIONS

Whereas the main effect of culture was significant across families, further
analyses were conducted to determine whether these differences held in both
generations examined separately. One-way ANOVAs were conducted with
average SVS score covaried out. Asian mothers showed significantly lower
scores on Openness to Change,F(1, 121) = 4.66,p= .03, and Self-Transcen-
dence,F(1, 120) = 8.88,p = .003, and showed higher scores on Self-
Enhancement,F(1, 121) = 6.25,p = .01, compared to Caucasian mothers.
The difference on the Conservation values was just outside of significance,
F(1, 121) = 3.84,p= .052. Asian and Caucasian teenagers, on the other hand,
showed a clear difference on only one value grouping: Asian teenagers
endorsed significantly lower priority for Openness to Change values,F(1,
121) = 10.14,p = .002. Their differences were not quite significant for Con-
servation,F(1, 121) = 3.79,p = .054, and were insignificant for Self-
Enhancement and Self-Transcendence. This finding suggests some “level-
ing” of values in the context of the shared school environment.

When Asian mothers are compared to Caucasian mothers for autonomy
expectations, they show much later Teen Timetables,F(1, 122) = 26.65,p =
.001. This cultural difference is maintained in the next generation, with Asian
teenagers expecting later autonomy than Caucasian teenagers,F(1, 122) =
26.65,p = .001.
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584

TABLE 1

Means and Standard Deviations for Caucasian and Asian Mothers and Teenagers:
Results From Multivariate Analyses of Covariance (including adjusted means)
for Value Priorities and From Analyses of Variance for Autonomy Expectations

Caucasians Asians

Mothers Teenagers Mothers Teenagers

M SD AdjustedM M SD AdjustedM M SD AdjustedM M SD AdjustedM

Value prioritiesa

Openness to changeb,c 4.26 0.77 4.47 5.04 0.97 5.01 4.24 0.92 4.18 4.69 1.01 4.57
Self-transcendenceb,c 4.84 0.67 5.06 4.89 0.85 4.84 4.84 0.80 4.79 4.91 0.80 4.78
Conservationb,c 4.12 0.88 4.41 4.02 1.09 3.97 4.63 0.98 4.56 4.36 1.00 4.19
Self-enhancementb,c,d 3.34 0.77 3.59 4.12 1.00 4.07 4.05 1.12 3.99 4.23 1.06 4.09

Autonomy expectationse

Teen timetableb,c 15.67 1.10 NA 13.13 1.63 NA 16.97 1.62 NA 14.18 2.18 NA

NOTE: NA = not applicable.
a. Higher scores indicate greater priority for the set of values.
b. Significant effect of culture on multivariate analysis of covariance, controlling for each participant’s mean value score. Analysis of variance was used for
Teen Timetable.
c. Significant effects of generation on repeated-measures (pairing mothers and teenagers) analysis of covariance (controlling for each participant’s mean
value score). Analysis of variance was used for Teen Timetable.
d. Significant interaction between generation and culture on repeated-measures analysis of covariance (controlling for each participant’s mean values score)
with culture as a between-subjects variable.
e. Higher scores indicate later autonomy expectations.
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MOTHER-TEENAGER DIFFERENCES IN VALUE PRIORITIES AND
AUTONOMY EXPECTATIONS IN ASIAN VERSUS WESTERN FAMILIES

To assess generation differences within families, a repeated-measures
ANOVA was conducted with generation as the within-subject variable. This
allowed a more powerful analysis in that mothers and teenagers in each fam-
ily would be paired rather than treated as part of groups of teenagers versus
parents compared to each other. To assess whether generational differences
are consistent across cultures, culture was treated as a between-subject vari-
able, where an interaction effect would indicate inconsistency in generation
effect across cultures.

Generation effects were present on all four value groupings, with teenag-
ers having higher value priorities for Openness to Change,F(1, 121) = 25.94,
p = .001, and Self-Enhancement,F(1, 121) = 22.05,p = .001, and having
lower value priorities for Self-Transcendence,F(1, 120) = 5.05,p = .03, and
Conservation,F(1, 121) = 32.92,p = .001, than their mothers. In addition,
there was an interaction effect for Self-Enhancement,F(1, 121) = 5.33,p =
.02, with the distance between Asian generations being smaller than that
between Caucasian mothers and teenagers. In the case of autonomy expecta-
tions, the generation effect again was evident,F(1, 121) = 233.48,p = .001,
and there was no interaction effect. These findings are consistent with those
of past studies.

CORRELATIONS WITHIN FAMILIES ON
VALUE PRIORITIES AND AUTONOMY EXPECTATIONS

Table 2 presents the correlations (adjusting for average value scores) of
mothers’ scores on values and autonomy expectations with their teenagers’
scores on these same variables. For the entire group, as well as in Caucasian
and Asian families separately, mothers’ and teenagers’ value priorities for
Self-Enhancement were significantly correlated. Although Caucasian moth-
ers who placed a high priority on Conservation values had teenagers who also
endorsed Conservation values strongly, the relationship did not hold in Asian
families. Indeed, there was a weak correlation in the opposite direction, and
the two correlation coefficients were significantly different from each other
(z = 2.45,p < .01). The two groups also were different in the correlations
between mothers’and teenagers’autonomy expectations. In contrast to Cau-
casian participants, Asian family members showed significantly related
autonomy expectations, as the correlations were significantly different from
each other (z= 2.00,p < .03).

Stewart et al. / INTERGENERATIONAL PATTERNS 585

 at IACCP-International Association for Cross-Cultural Psychology on March 7, 2014jcc.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

http://jcc.sagepub.com/
http://jcc.sagepub.com/


CORRELATIONS BETWEEN MOTHERS’ VALUES
AND AUTONOMY EXPECTATIONS

Table 3 presents the relationships between Caucasian and Asian partici-
pants’ expressed values and their autonomy expectations. Our hypothesis
was that Asian mothers’ expressed values would be decoupled from their
autonomy expectations, particularly with regard to values that have been
shown to relate to early autonomy, that is, Openness to Change and Self-
Enhancement. This hypothesis was supported by our findings. On two value
priority domains, Caucasian mothers’ value priorities had a different rela-
tionship to their autonomy expectations for their teenagers than did Asian
mothers’ value priorities. These priorities were Openness to Change (z=
1.65,p < .05) and Self-Transcendence (z= 2.00,p < .03).

THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN PARENTAL EXPECTATIONS,
VALUES, AND TEENAGERS’ AUTONOMY EXPECTATIONS

Table 4 presents the bivariate and multivariate predictions to teenagers’
autonomy expectations from teenagers’ values and mothers’ autonomy
expectations. In the combined model, these variables combined to predict
23% of the variance in teenagers’ autonomy expectations. If the three com-

586 JOURNAL OF CROSS-CULTURAL PSYCHOLOGY

TABLE 2

Correlations Between Mothers’ Scores and Their Teenagers’
Scores on Value Priorities and on Autonomy Expectations

in Caucasian and Asian Families

Measure Entire Group Caucasians Asians

Value prioritiesa

Openness to Change .16 –.02 .21
Self-Transcendence .10 .14 .06
Conservation .15 .35b* –.12b

Self-Enhancement .36* .35* .40*
Autonomy expectationsc

Teen Timetable .43* .12b .48b*

NOTE: All correlations presented partial out the effect of each individual’s average value score.
a. Higher scores indicate greater priority for the set of values.
b. Significant (p< .05) difference in correlations in Caucasian and Asian families.
c. Higher scores indicate later autonomy expectations.
*Significant atp < .05.
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ponents were separately examined for their shared variance with autonomy
expectations and were entered first into three separate stepwise equations,
then teenagers’ value priorities predicted 12%, parental expectations pre-
dicted 18%, and culture predicted 7% of the variance in teenagers’autonomy
expectations. If teenagers’values were entered first into the equation and cul-
ture was regressed onto the residual, then culture’s predictive value persisted,
R2 = .05,F(1, 122) = 6.45,p = .01. However, if parental expectations were
entered first into the equation and culture was regressed onto the residual,
then predictive value dropped to below 1%,F(1, 121) = 0.86,p = .36. This
result suggests that for the group as a whole, culture exercised its effect
through parental expectation.

When the two groups were examined separately, values and parental
expectations did not predict significant variance in Caucasian teenagers’
autonomy. By contrast, the combination predicted 39% of the variance in
Asian teenagers’ autonomy expectations. The multiple correlation coeffi-
cients for the two groups were significantly different from each other (z =
3.178,p = .001). Furthermore, for Asian teenagers, value priorities and
parental expectations contributed independent variance. If value priorities
were entered first, then 22% of the variance was explained,F(5, 60) = 3.33,p=
.01; parental expectations for autonomy (regressed on the residual) predicted
22% of the remaining variance,F(1, 63) = 17.88,p = .0001. These findings
show very different predictors of autonomy expectations in these Caucasian
and Asian teenagers.
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TABLE 3

Correlations Between Mothers’ Value Priorities and
Their Autonomy Expectations for Their Teenagers in

the Entire Group and in Caucasian and Asian Participants

Entire Group Caucasians Asians

Openness to change –.24* –.38* –.07
Self-transcendence –.27* –.41a* –.04a

Conservation .32* .45* .22
Self-enhancement .17 .22 –.05

NOTE: All correlations presented partial out the effect of each individual’s average value score.
Higher scores indicate greater priority for the set of values. Autonomy expectations were
assessed by Teen Timetable; higher scores indicate later autonomy expectations.
a. The correlation coefficients in Caucasian and Asian families are significantly different (p <
.05) from each other.
*Significant atp < .05.
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DISCUSSION

Our study aimed to address similarities in values and autonomy expecta-
tions, and the relationships among these variables, within Western and Asian
parent-teenage pairs in a multicultural setting. We had a particular interest in
whether family interdependence persists with modernization, as suggested
by Kagitçibasi (1996). We found that Caucasian and Asian families in the
study maintained some important distinctions in the multicultural setting.
Caucasian and Asian participants were positioned on their value priorities
relative to each other in ways consistent with findings from studies done in
their home cultures. These differences in expressed values existed on more
variables for mothers than for teenagers, suggesting a leveling for the
younger generation as a result of some important shared components of life
space. By contrast, on measures that reflect essential differences between
individualist and collectivist cultures with regard to family relationships (i.e.,
autonomy expectations), cultural differences were quite evident in both
generations.

Furthermore, the influence within families with regard to autonomy
expectations was significantly greater for the Asian participants. For the
Asian mothers in our study, those values that typically are associated with
earlier autonomy (Openness to Change and Self-Enhancement) were not cor-
related with their autonomy expectations for their teenagers. By contrast,
Openness to Change, Self-Transcendence, and Conservation values of
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TABLE 4

Beta Scores From Multivariate Prediction to Teenagers’
Autonomy Expectations by Teenagers’ Value

Priorities and Mothers’ Autonomy Expectations

Predictor Entire Group Caucasian Teenagers Asian Teenagers

Teenagers’ openness to change .25 .27 .05
Teenagers’ self-transcendence –.04 .97 –2.05*
Teenagers’ conservation .81 .99 .51
Teenagers’ self-enhancement .28 .46 –.43
Parents’ Timetable .48** .17 .58***
Average Schwartz Values
Survey score –1.46 –2.79 1.79

Culture .34 .NA .NA
Model statistics R2 = .23** R2 = .05 R2 = .39***

F(7, 115) = 4.88 F(6, 51) = 0.43 F(6, 58) = 6.29

NOTE: NA = not applicable.
*p < .05. **p < .005. ***p < .0005.
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Caucasian mothers related strongly to their autonomy timetables for their
teenagers. The decoupling of the relationship between values that relate to
early autonomy, evident in Asian mothers, suggests that even though broad
values might change, later expectations of autonomy from parents persist.
These findings are consistent with theories that give central importance to
family interdependence in collectivist cultures, even in modernizing indi-
viduals (Kagitçibasi, 1996).

Parental expectation appears to be a key variable through which the cul-
tural effect on autonomy expectations is exercised. Parental expectations and
teenagers’ own values combined to predict teenage autonomy significantly
when the teenage groups were combined. However, these variables influ-
enced autonomy in quite different ways for Caucasian and Asian teenagers.
Asian teenagers’ autonomy expectations shared 39% of their variance with
their mothers’ expectations and their own expressed priority for the Self-
Transcendence values in multivariate predictions. These two factors of own
values and mothers’ expectations for their teenagers’ autonomy made inde-
pendent contributions to the prediction of Asian teenagers’autonomy expec-
tations. By contrast, these factors in combination predicted a nonsignificant
5% of the variance in Caucasian teenagers’ autonomy expectations.

The findings that are relatively unique in this study have to do with some
of the qualitative differences between Asian and Caucasian families. First,
our findings support the view that Asian teenagers’ autonomy expectations
are more strongly influenced by their mothers’ attitudes than are Caucasian
teenagers’ autonomy expectations. Second, in line with very few other such
findings (Lin & Fu, 1990; Yang, 1996), our study shows the coexistence of
individualist and collectivist values for cultural groups “in transition.”
Finally, our results show that in the group of modernizing Asians, mothers’
endorsements of values were not tied to their expectations of autonomy for
their teenagers as they were in Caucasian families. This suggests that some
values might become more individualist, but family relatedness and expecta-
tions of parental control persist in modernizing Asians.

Feldman and Rosenthal (1991) studied teenagers in two different cultures,
assessed their value endorsements and perceptions of family environment,
and reported pancultural relationships among these variables. To some
extent, the discrepancy in our study’s results might be due to the approach
used to analyze the findings. In our study (as in theirs), for the group as a
whole, individual values and parent perceptions/expectations did predict
teenagers’autonomy expectations. However, because the results of the sepa-
rate regression equations are not reported in Feldman and Rosenthal’s article,
it is unclear whether the significant predictions that resulted for the group as a
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whole would persist in the groups separately. In their report of bivariate rela-
tionships between individual values and autonomy expectations, there were
similarities in the two studies, with nonsignificant findings for American
teenagers and significant relationships for Hong Kong teenagers. However,
their report showed more significant relationships in the multivariate model
for the groups combined than existed in this study. This might be the result of
differences in subjects and methodology. Some important differences
between that study and the present one are that, in the present study, mothers
(rather than teenagers’perceptions of parents) were directly polled, the value
domains included were more comprehensive, and the groups compared were
from a higher socioeconomic class. The groups in the present study were
likely to be much less different from each other than were those sampled from
different countries, as mentioned earlier, and this narrower range might
obscure more subtle relationships. The similarity in our two groups is
reflected in the fact that culture accounted for 21% of the variance in that
study and only 7% of the variance in the present one.

There are several findings that do not relate to the central hypotheses of
this study but are worthy of discussion. Although we predicted that Asian
mothers would show less of a relationship between values and autonomy
expectations than would Caucasian mothers because of the fact that moderni-
zation has resulted in a decoupling of these variables, there certainly is
another explanation for this finding. Cross-cultural theory predicts that
“internal attributes” tend to influence individuals from collectivist cultures
significantly less than do external expectations. By contrast, in individualist
societies, internal events such as beliefs and values have a greater influence
on behavior (Markus & Kitayama, 1991).

Given this theoretical framework that is supported by the adult partici-
pants in our study, the nature of the relationships between values and auton-
omy expectations in the two teenage groups is interesting. In teenagers,
Asian participants showed stronger relationships between their expressed
values and their autonomy expectations than did Caucasian teenagers. The
fact that a similar pattern was found in the bivariate relationships reported by
Feldman and Rosenthal (1991) makes it unlikely that our finding is spurious.

Some important correlates of Asian teenagers’ autonomy were evident.
However, aside from parental expectations, the influences on Caucasian
teenagers’ autonomy expectations were not clear. Adolescence in Western
cultures is seen as a period of “identity formation” (Erikson, 1968) when val-
ues still may be fluid and subject to new influence. One such influence that
was not measured in our study is the effect of peers. The adolescent years in
Western culture involve a normative shift in interest and influence from
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parents to peers (Newman, 1982). The fact that Asian teenagers showed more
continued family influence is consistent with findings from studies suggest-
ing that the family as a source of influence on mood (both positive and nega-
tive) maintains its importance for a longer time in Asian American individu-
als than in Caucasians (Greenberger & Chen, 1996). Whereas parent-
adolescent conflict “peaks” and begins to decline in middle adolescence for
Caucasian young people, Asian individuals report increased conflict with
parents during college years (Greenberger & Chen, 1996).

Our study suggests that “internalization” of parental expectations appears
to be accomplished more effectively in Asian families. Asian parenting prac-
tices have been said to present a “paradox” (Steinberg, Dornbusch, & Brown,
1992). In Caucasian young people, the authoritative parenting style involving
reasoning, autonomy granting, and supportive involvement (termedauthori-
tative parenting) has been linked to numerous positive outcomes including
academic ones (Steinberg et al., 1992). This parenting style is rare in Asian
American families; nevertheless, Asian American students achieve at higher
rates than do their Caucasian counterparts. The authoritative style also has
been linked to internalization of parental values (Grusec & Goodnow, 1994).
Again, Asian families accomplish internalization through a different strat-
egy. The question of how Asian parents facilitate the internalization of their
behavioral expectations deserves further investigation.

Our study has some limitations. Many variables that would be expected to
influence both mothers’ and adolescents’ values and autonomy expectations
were not included. For the very reasons that our relatively homogeneous
population provides a helpful viewpoint, these young people are quite
unusual in social class membership. All were sampled from a single school,
and the numbers of participants were relatively small. Further analyses look-
ing at the important effects of gender and acculturation were not possible on a
group of this size.

Despite these limitations, we have presented some relatively rare empiri-
cal findings that have relevance to cross-cultural psychology by demonstrat-
ing that certain essential family relationship patterns persist in collectivist
cultures even with education, economic achievement, and the embracing of
selected Western values. There has been a growing awareness that the para-
digms used in psychology have been dominated by assumptions about values
and behaviors that are parochially limited to Western realities (Gergen, Gul-
erce, Lock, & Misra, 1996; Kagitçibasi, 1996; Mays, Rubin, Sabourin, &
Walker, 1996). It is through increasing information about and appreciation
for such cultural differences that the science of psychology will take a truly
international perspective.
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